The planned solution for
reproducible welding results

Hot air welding tool

elight weight and small
diameter handle

edigital temperature
display of SET and
ACTUAL value

stemperature electronically
steplessly controlled

e adaptor tube with heat
protection

e screw-on draw nozzles
push-fit nozzles

Hot air
automatic welder

for overlap welding of
single ply roofing
membranes made of PVC,
PE, ECB, EPDM and CSPE
for areas close to edges.
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Is it tile or is it Met-Tile®?

A Met-Tile roof locks
so much like clay or con-
crete, it's tough to tell the
difference! Until you learn
the advantages. At a light-
weight 125 |b per square,
Met-Tile can go where
heavier tiles can't. Cur
user-friendly metal panels
install up to twice as fast,
with no truss reinforce-
ment or battens needed.

Met-Tile offers unbeat-
able performance, too,
with resistance to 230+
mph winds as well as fires,
moisture, earthquakes and
COITOSION.

Contact: Met-Tile, Inc,,
P.O. Box 4268,0ntario,
CA 91761; phone (800)
899-0311, (909) 947-0311;
fax (909 947-1310; hetp://

www.met-tile. com/roof.

Tough but tilish.

MET-TILE
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Tech Tip

Lightweight Decks & FMRC Approvals
by Phil Dregger, PE, RRC, Technical Roof Services, Inc.

ue to recent Changes in
the Factory Mutual
Research Corporation
(FMRC) Approval Standard for
lightweight (L/W) insulating con-
crete decks, roof professionals
must make sure to reference the
1996 FMRC Approval Guide
rather than the 1995 Guide, when
specifying roofs involving new
L/W decks.

As of October 1, 1995, FMRC required re-examination
of all L/W approvals, including uplift resistance testing
on their 12" by 24’ test frame. According to George A.
Smith, manager, Materials Section, FMRC, “None of the

As of October 1, 1995, FMRC required re-
examination of all L/W approvals, including uplift
resistance testing on their 12" by 24’ test frame.

previously tested assemblies obtained the same level of
wind uplift resistance,” when tested on the larger test
frame. He noted that some previously classified 1-90
assemblies may now only obtain a 1-60 wind resistance
classification.

Previous tests, conducted on a 5" by 9’ test frame, while
offering a fair comparison between roof coverings, were
quite limited in their ability to evaluate the wind uplift
resistance of the L/W materials and the decks they were
cast on.

The 1996 FMRC Approval Guide currently contains
only a limited number of listings involving attachment
into L/W decks. However, specific manufacturers should
be contacted regarding additional approvals which may
have been granted since publication of the document.

As always, particular care must be taken when an
FMRC classified roof assembly is required, to comply
with specific installation criteria (fastening patterns, types
of base sheets) contained in the individual FMRC
approval listing. For example, perimeter sealing is often
required to obtain one of the higher wind resistance clas-
sifications. (Note: FMRC now offers approvals in Class 1-
60, 1-90, 1-120, 1-150, and 1-180),

If the property is insured by a company that requires
FMRC approved assemblies, local FMRC representatives
can help clarify requirements or assist in obtaining
approvals for non-standard conditions.

WESTERN ROOFING — NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 1996




roofing systems. Together with John Fotopoulos, Seal-
Dry’s Western regional sales manager, they presented a
solution to conform with Ralston-Purina’s needs.
Ralston-Purina manufactures animal food, so one of
maintenance coordinator Steve Scholstrom’s concerns was
to continue manufacturing without shutting down the
plant. When the many advantages of a non-asphalt prod-
uct were pointed out, Scholstrom was very interested.
“One of our major concerns was that asphalt fumes
could be absorbed into the product,” explained Schol-
strom. “This caused all kinds of red flags to go up. Ani-
mals have a superior sense of smell. If they reject our

product, we're in trouble.” It was this major issue that
convinced Ralston-Purina to entertain single ply bids.
Kelly and Fotopoulos went on numerous roof walks
with the Ralston-Purina’s engineers, highlighting the dis-
tinct advantages of the mechanically attached system.

When confronted with the asbestos issue in tear off
removal, Mile-Hi once again responded to the call.

ABS, Inc., an asbestos removal contractor, was called
in, and they detailed exactly what their intentions were in
an asbestos tear-off and removal. “With Ralston-Purina
being a high profile company, there is no room for
asbestos problems. We will work hand-in-hand with safe-
ty officers and OSHA, if need be, to insure a healthy envi-
ronment,” said Jim Pulner of ABS, Inc.

When Mile-Hi Single-Ply was awarded the job and
ABS, Inc. was subcontracted, the people at Ralston-Purina
were comfortable they were receiving the best installation
possible. All questions were answered and any details
provided.

“Both the manufacturer and roofing contractor were
available every step of the way. Mile-Hi was not the low-
est bid, but we will continue to hire contractors that have
the ability to service our company well,” said Scholstrom
when asked about his hiring decision.

Seal-Dry and Mile-Hi have currently installed over
75,000 square feet of membrane and are presently prepar-
ing to close an additional 56,000 square feet.

You read it right —
Flexible Epoxy.

Imagine all the strength,
durability and the stick-to
-it-iveness of epoxy in a
permanently
stretchible roof
coating - 220% to be
exact (ASTM D-412).
This non-breathable
coating can stick to almost any
sutface (including new or aged
PVC) and will not crack, peel,
or break down under heat,
cold or U.V.

In fact, it works so well

that we GUARANTEE
it for 50 years even
under Ponding
Water!

Easy to install, Epoxyflex
2000 is simple to maintain and
is impervious to almost ali
chemicals (including the
grease that puddles up on
restaurants, fast food
places, and on the grocery
store deli).

Call and order your
samples today or ask your
favorite distributor for
Epoxyflex 2000 - the
stretchible, durahle,
leak-free, crack-proof,
peel resistant epoxy roof
coating that lets you and
your customers steep
when it pours.

Epoxyflex 2000

Infinity Coatings
International

Western Sales Division
7031 8. Redwood Road,
Suite #111

West Jordan, Utah 84084
Voice 801-266-COAT (2628)
FAX 801-266-2323

Email: Info@coatings.com

Epoxyflex 2000 —
A Permanent Solution .. . . <
. Not a Temporary Fix.
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